Abilene, Texas
Kirby Lake Bioreserve Master Plan

Site Strategies

This project has been developed to begin envisioning a birding From the outset, this project has four main

preserve or conservation area (Bioreserve) around Kirby Lake areas of focus:

that can enhance both the habitat for birding and other wildlife 0 The preservation and enhancement of

and enhance the visitor experience by providing facilities for the natural environment and systems

observation, education, and recreation. In support of this goal, that support the habitat and birding

the project will build an infrastructure of interpretation and populations. By extension, the broader

wayfinding that can be used by a broad array of visitors. With spectrum of ecosystem services would

these facilities in place, the overall program would strive to build be enhanced as well.

a network of relationships that serve to enhance the information 0 Developing programming and physical

and become part of a larger regional system of recreation, facilities required for a comprehensive

tourism and educational destinations. project.

0 From a connected systems perspective,
this project would affect or influence
other projects within the City such as the
Cedar Creek initiative, the City’s water
supply infrastructure, and land uses in
and around the lake.

0 The economic impact that the facility may
generate for the district and Abilene.

NE comer of the property is ‘The land between the paved sections | This area may be a good location Site utiization of the sports area is This small pocket of land is isolated ‘The southeast comer of the property appears to be less
characterized by few trees and native of road has been heavily impacted by | for a future education interpretation | pooriy organized but with funding of from the remainder and may serve damaged from activities and may offer a very good
grasses. The area i crisscrossed by non-controlled pathways and center being close to the parking, | the inerpretive center, may open up | as a compost, mulch,or other natural Tocation for some of the natural andscape interpretation
utiities and roads therefore is greatly 4-wheeler activity. This opens up the and close to the lake. The open ‘opportunties to leverage addtional ‘materials storage or staging. It due to the undulating shoreline, historically limited
impacted. Since utiity coridors need to | possibilties for this area for more space nearby and the wooded area | funds to completely enhance the ‘apears by the aerial that this activty
be maintained clear oftrees, it presents | significant site features and support adjacent give a good cross section | active sports areas. Part of the s an already present on site.

an opportunity for trails and educational | facjles, of the total landscape. program would be to increase the

settings wilh lots of access. available parking.

Kirby Lake Nature Preserve
Plant Communities
Section Key

access, and the point of entry of Cedar Creek. It might
be possible to use this area as a staging and nursery.
area for plants sed for the restoration of the shore
tand other areas
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The finger of fand inthe middle of
the south shore is somewhat
isolated from access. As a nature
preserve and park, limiting the
number of access points is a
valuable management tool
therefore thisisland wil have
special considerations for acoess.
This may also be an area of
enhanced habitat management
due o itsisolation

Much of this eastem edge of the ake is
braided with dit roads and trals from
fishermen and ake enthusiasts. The
resuiting damage to the natural
vegetation is evident and a restoration
program coupled with a reducton of road
choices is necessary but organized for
the benefit offishing and other activtes.

regarding the veg The vegetative pattems have been
the park flom Maple Streetis  edge has not been groundHuthed. The  characlerized by three distnclive groups:

very lacking. Funding strategies  edge was a digitzation of a 2013 aerial  The angled line hatch patte represents Ny o
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most wesler lake edge road. increased level of devastation while sports bal fields, City of Abilene utites +— O
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refine his data. heavly damaged by d-wheeling aClies. . cra crek that ains o the -
lake. Restoration of this zone i —
important for water quality ay (o]
o
Q g
x 5
[4v] >
i
> 5
2 ¢
14 R
Some of the most devastated land: from h X 5%

On'top of the damis one of the prime ‘Al along the norther and westem edge the (' The wester edge is very namow and raised [ The Southwest area of the lake may be
experiences inthe park. There, the visitor has | park is skirted by the freeway and utiities. forlake containment y develop SR
‘2 commanding view of the entire park and Most o the ree coveris gone or i lower program of development including parking to | whether for gol cartor vehicle by virue of
lake as well as the north side of the dam elevations. The predominant winds come from | accommodate fishermen. The birding having an ot parcel that has a boundary \\\\\\ T nent ot
where the habitat is completely different the WNW or WSW angle birds and the. Working wth this et
Obvioius changes i the plant communities there are predomnanty windy. Along with the | seasonal pelican flocks. Opportunities for area ofthe lake wil require an agreement | myiple poins of entry fo rucks that need fo be blocked

were observed from tree cover to wildflowers. | wind is dust, pollutants, and noise fracturing | parking, fishing, observing and cycling all need | for a variety of purposes such as offand the and restored. Corectional programs for i
This location offers a unique opportunity for the tranquiity of the site. 1o work in conjunction. protection and access. vilators should include restoration and clean up programs 400 800 1200 6

activity are the southwest and souther lake edges
4-wheeling i particular and the associated activites of
picnicing, disposal of rash and larger objects of furiture
have ruined the landscape, the habitat, and contributing to
poor water qualty in the southern lake area. There are

i

muliple aces, Fishing s popular along . atthelke. Thre needs o be a ull st of acves fo shes nmber
this edge but challenging fr parking and Due o the siopes on these edges, a cyciing Guard aganst 9 Site A . Exh
access due o the steep slopes. path may be challenging but st plausble. presence, sifr fines, and barrs o entry. Ite Assessment




